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United States Department of the Interior
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National k=gister of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an itern does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-800a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name  John Brown Stone Warehouse
other names/site number The Canal House 003-215-27005

2. Location

street & number 114 East Superior St N/A_T ] not for publication

city ortown  Fort Wayne

N/A_— vicinity
state  Indiana code IN county Allen code 003 zip code 46802

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this ©< nomination

1 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for reglstenng properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

Zmeets L does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant :
7] nationally __ statewide X locally. ( [ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) f

o /l~5-7)

Date

Signature

certifying official/Title

Indiana Department of Natural Resources ;
State or Federal agency and bureau :

in my opinion, the property L] meets [_i does not meet the National Register criteria. ( [} See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

|
State or Federal agency and bureau :

4. National Park Service Cetrtification
| hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper

_ entered in the National Register.
[": See continuation sheet.
{, determined eligible for the

National Register

Date of Action

i~ See continuation sheet.

determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National Register
other, (explain:)

il




John Brown_Stone Warehonse Allen IN

Name of Property County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count
private building Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-local [_] district -
buildings
(] public-State [ site 1 0 . naing
[_] public-Federal [ ] structure 0 0 sites
[ object 0 0 structures
0 0 objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
N/A 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)

_ COMMERCE/TRADE: __ Warehouse SOCIAL: Civic
DOMESTIC: __ Multiple Dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
MID-19th ¢.: foundation STONE
OTHER: gable front
walls STONE
WOOD: Plywood/particle board
roof WOOD: Shingle
other BRICK

WOOD

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)




John Brown Stone Warehouse
Name of Property

Allen IN
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

A“ﬂ)plicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more hoxes for the criteria qualifying the property

for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contriibution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X|¢ Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.

[]p Property has yielded, oris likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:

[JA owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[JB removed from its original location.

[ Jc abirthplace or grave.

[ID acemetery.

L JE areconstructed building, object, or structure.

[JF  acommemorative property.
less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

COMMERCE

TRANSPORTATION

Period of Significance
1852-¢.1881

Significant Dates
1852

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Brown, John

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[] preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[ ] previously listed in the National Register

[] previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark

L] l_gcorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office

(] Other State agency
[_] Federal agency

[] Local government
[_] University

] Other

Name of repository:




John Brown Stone Warehouse =~ Allen IN
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property <1

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 |js] elss2e0] |4549350] 3 L L Ll

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2 || L) Ll s LI e

D See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Creager Smith, Assistant Historic Preservation Planner

organization City of Fort Wayne, Indiana date  6-30-97
street & number 1 Main Street, Room 800 telephone  219-427-1140
city ortown  Fort Wayne state IN — zipcode 46802

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne, Inc

street & number 114 E. Superior St telephone  219-424-0646
city ortown  Fort Wayne state IN__ zipcode 46802 =~

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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John Brown Stone Warehouse
Allen County, IN

Architectural Description

The John Brown Stone Warehouse, also known as the Canal House, is a two-story,
gable front, stone commercial building built in 1852. It is rectangular in
shape, with the narrow gable end facing E. Superior Street (which was originally
Water Street). Its three-bay stone facade (photo 1) is topped by a wood
friezeboard and eaves with decorative, exposed rafter ends. It has a wood
shingle roof with three brick chimneys. Both the stone walls and the variety of
interior lintels suggest that the builder, John Brown, a stone merchant and
mason, used salvaged and “waste” materials from his business to build the
structure. After years of warehouse and railroad use, the interior of the
building has been rehabilitated as offices for Arts United, the local fine arts
foundation. Although several interior walls (and a portion of the second floor)
have been inserted, the interior retains features such as the stone walls around
the perimeter, original windows, and structural features. The building has been
designated as a Fort Wayne local historic district since 1976. It is the city’s
oldest surviving commercial building, and it is located at the heart of Fort
Wayne’'s downtown business and government sector. Within a few blocks are
important municipal buildings such as the Allen County Courthouse, the City-
County Building, and the Allen County Jail. Also, scattered within a two block
radius, are buildings used for both government and private offices, warehousing,
and industry, with parking lots mixed among them (photo 2). The property is in
good condition, and although the interior has seen a series of modifications, the
exterior of the building has had very little alteration since its construction.

The immediate environment of the John Brown Stone Warehouse is dominated by a
Fort Wayne Public Transportation Corporation bus transfer station (photo 3). A
concrete drive behind the building (to the south) leads buses to individual
concrete bus stop stands placed diagonally on the lot to the east of the stone
warehouse. A semi-open waiting shelter is placed parallel to E. Superior Street
and two rows of open-air benches are located between the shelter and the John
Brown Stone Warehouse. A number of small trees are planted in this area and
across the rear of the stone warehouse. A small garden area is located on the
west side of the stone warehouse (photo 4). A privacy fence shields the garden
area from a concrete parking lot at the southeast corner of Superior and Calhoun
Street.

The John Brown Stone Warehouse sits directly on the four-lane E. Superior Street,
separated from traffic only by a concrete sidewalk. To the rear (or south) of
the building, behind the concrete drive for buses, rises the Nickel Plate (now
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Architectural Description

Norfolk Southern) railroad elevation (photo 4), which was completed in 1955.

This concrete and steel elevation stands on the former right-of-way of the Wabash
and Erie canal, which was first converted to rail use by the New York, Chicago &
St. Louis Railway in 1881. The conversion of the former canal bed to railroad
use greatly altered the relationship between the rear of the warehouse and the
canal bed. When built in 1852, the rear of the building faced the canal bed,
with perhaps the space between used as either an open work yard or for storage of
large stones. The elevation of the canal itself was likely level with the rear
of the stone warehouse or slightly higher. The height of the canal right-of-way
was increased for the construction of the railroad in 1881, and it remains at an
increased height today, relative to the building. The area surrounding the stone
warehouse has a gentle slope to the northeast, toward the St. Marys River.
Because of the contemporary character of the building’s immediate surroundings,
only the John Brown Stone Warehouse and its lot have been included within the
boundaries of this nomination.

The building is, however, located near The Landing Historic District, but
separated from it by the railroad elevation. Located to the southwest, The
Landing represents one of Fort Wayne’s few remaining clusters of 19th and early
20th century commercial buildings which still retain much of their integrity.
Some of the city’s oldest remaining commercial buildings are located in this
district. They are primarily two part commercial blocks, of brick construction,
with decorative details of limestone, iron, and wood. Architectural styles
include a blend of Italianate, Romanesque Revival, and early twentieth century
commercial styles. Buildings date from c.1865 to 1987. The Landing, which was
named for a nearby canal boat docking and maneuvering basin, is both a local
historic district and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The John Brown Stone Warehouse, built 1852, has a simple, rectangular plan. The
building measures 50 feet deep and 22 feet wide. A low gable roof (photo 1)
suggests the Greek Revival style, but the gable front building has no other Greek
Revival features. Its two-story walls (and foundation) are built with rough-cut
rubblestone; mostly a mixture of limestone and sandstone, with a small amount of
granite fieldstone and brick used on the interior. Much of the stone material
was likely waste material from John Brown’s business as a stone cutter, carver,
and masonry contractor. The ashlar blocks of varying heights and widths are laid
in irregular courses. The west wall shows the use of very small, thin stones to
a point between the first and second floors (photo 5). Above this clearly NPS












































































